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AS A BELOW-NAMED INVENTOR, I HEREBY DECLARE THAT: 

My residence, citizenship, an^ost office address are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the originajffirst and □ sole 0 joint inventor of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

DIAGNOSTIC REAGENT FOR HEPATITIS C VIRUS INFECTION 

the specification of which: 

0 is attached hereto. 

□ was filed on ; as application serial no. and was amended on 

(if applicable). 

1 HAVE REVIEWED AND<JNDERSTAND,THE CONTENTS OF THE ABOVE- 
IDENTIFIED SPECBFICATIONf INCLUDING THE CLAIMS, AS AMENDED BY ANY 
AMENDMENT REFERRED TO ABOVE. 

I acknowledge and understand tj^t I have a duty to disclose information which is material 
to the patentability of the claims of thjsapplication in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal 
Regulations, §§ 1.56(a) and (b) which state: 

"(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is 
best served, and the most effective patent examination occurs when, at the time an 
application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and 
prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good faith in dealing with the 
Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that 
individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose 
information exists with respect to each pending claim until the claim is canceled or 
withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information 
material to the patentability of a claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration 
need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any claim 
remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information 
which is not material to the patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all 
information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all 
information known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited 
by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ i.97(b)-(d) and 
1 .98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which 
fraud on the Office was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated 



through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to carefully 
examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or 
prosecution of a patent application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to 
make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the 
Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to 
information already of record or being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie 
case of unpatentability of a claim; or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a 
conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of- 
proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction 
consistent with the specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which 
may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentability 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(a)-(d) of 
the foreign application(s) for patent indicated below and have also identified below the foreign 
applications for patent or inventor's certificate on this invention having a filing date before that of 
the application for patent or inventor's certificate on this invention having a filing date before that 
of the application on which priority is claimed : 



Country/International 


Application No. 


Date of Filing 
(day/raonth/year) 


Priority Claimed 0 


Japan 


112442/1996 


7/5/1996 


HYes 


□No 








□Yes 


□No 

1 








□Yes 


□ No 



I hereby claim benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19(e) of any United States 
provisional application(s) listed below: 



Application Serial No. 


Filing Date 















I hereby claim benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120 of any United States 
application(s) listed below, and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the manner provided by the 
first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code § 1 12, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material 
information as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §§ 1.56(a) and (b) set forth 
above which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT 
international filing date of this application: 



Application Serial No. 


Filing Date 


Status 






□Patented ^Pending DAbandoned 






□Patented DPending DAbandoned 






□Patented DPending □Abandoned 



I hereby appoint the following attorneys and agents to prosecute that application and to 
transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith and to file, to 
prosecute and to transact all business in connection with all patent applications directed to the 
invention: 



Thomas E. Ciotti (Reg No 21,013) 
Gladys H. Monroy (Reg No 32,430) 
Paul Schenck (Reg No 27,253) 
Freddie K. Park (Reg No 35,636) 
Paul C. Kimball (Reg No 34,641) 
Shmuel Livnat (Reg No 33,949) 
Tyler Dylan (Reg No 37,612) 
Reid G. Adler (Reg No 30,988) 
Antoinette F. Konski (Reg No 34,202) 
Stuart P. Kaler (Reg No 35,913) 
Robert Saltzberg (Reg No 36,910) 
Mani Adeli (Reg No P39.585) 
Sean Brennan (Reg No P39.917) 
J. Michael Schiff(Reg No P40.253) 
Robert K. Cerpa (Reg No 39,933) 



Kate H. Murashige (Reg No 29,959) 
Debra Shetka (Reg No 33,309) 
Thomas E. Wheelock (Reg No 28,825) 
Susan K. Lehnhardt (Reg No 33,943) 
Patricia M. Drost (Reg No 29,790) 
Cecily Anne Snyder (Reg No 37,448) 
Edward G. Durney (Reg No 37,6 1 1 ) 
Gary A. Green (Reg No 38,474) 
Harry J. Macey (Reg No 32,818) 
David L. Bradfute (Reg No 39, 117) 
Laurie Axford (Reg No 35,053) 
Catherine M. Polizzi (Reg No P40. 1 3n i 
James C. Peacock III (Reg No P40. 1 24 \ 
Robert A. Millman (Reg No 36,2 1 7 ) 
Ronald D. Devore (Reg No 39,958) 
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Please direct all communications to: 

Kate H. Murashige 
Morrison & Foerster llp 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W 
Washington, D.C 20006-1888 

Please direct all telephone calls to Kate H. Muta'shige at (202) 887-1533. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge^hat willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under § 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code 
and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent 
issued thereon. 



. ^ Qui- cJu- J* pJiaXsCvvx 



April 15, 199 7 _ 

Date , Name: Yoichi TAKAHAMA 

Residence: Hyogo-ken, Japan 
Citizenship: Japanese 

Post Office Address: 24-10, Aoyama 5-chom£, Shijimi-cho, Miki-shi, Hyogo-ken, 

0 ' J ' (r * ' ! ' Japan 

April 15, 1997 UjMl U ^(A/^ ^ ±J ^ { ^ 

Dl^ Name: ft Juilichi SHIRAISHI*" 

Residency/ Hyogo-ken, Japan 
Citizenship: Japanese 

Post ofiRce Address: 6-23-404, Shirakawadai 5-chome, Suma-ku, Kobe-shi, 
Hyogo-ken, Japan 



|=i 

Date Name: 



Residence: 
Citizenship: 
Post Office Address: 



Date Name: 

Residence: 

Citizenship: 

Post Office Address: 



Date ' Name: 

Residence: 

Citizenship: 

Post Office Address: 
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